
2018 Camp Cyokamo Theme Summary: 

“BE DIFFERENT”  
(a theme about Holiness) 

There is a common misconception by the world (and a lot of believers mind you!) that 
being saved is the end all to the Christian life. If you were to ask converted Christians 
when they were saved, most would go back to list the date of their baptism. While this is 
a part of salvation, it is not complete.  At our conversion, we believe that we have been 
justified.  It is from our conversion on for the rest of our lives that we will continue to be 
sanctified.  And then, once this life is complete, there is saving that happens then when 
we are glorified.  Essentially, we HAVE BEEN SAVED (Justified), ARE BEING SAVED 
(Sanctified), and WILL BE SAVED (Glorified.)

Students, and adults for that matter, seem to jump from being saved to hanging on until 
we get to heaven as their Christian walk for the duration in between. However, we are 
actually called to be HOLY…and because we are a justified people, Jesus promises that 
he’ll send the Holy Spirit to make Holy living possible!  He doesn’t just save us from sin, 
but he saves us TO something as well!  To be Holy!  As a preacher I heard once said 
“It’s like we were a million dollars in debt.  And when Jesus came, he did not just pay 
our debt of a million dollars so that we are no longer bankrupt or have a balance of zero.  
He then deposited more money than we could ever imagine into our account…it is 
POSSIBLE and EXPECTED to live a Holy life!”

Daily Topics could include (but not limited to)
- Holiness…what the what? (explanation of terms and themes about the idea of being 
saved to live a holy life)
- The Power of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer…what exactly should following 
Jesus look like with the understanding of the Spirit involved…

- The Spirit interceding on our behalf
- The power we have to say no to sin/overcome sin
- The power we have to proclaim Jesus Christ
- The power we have to live Holy Lives…to grow in Holiness…to actually 

become more and more like Jesus.
- The access we have to Jesus

- Older students (JH/HS…possibly even preteen…although should be modified)…could 
talk about sexual immorality as a break out…a huge deal to Paul in his vice lists 
throughout the New Testament and directly relates back to unholiness of God’s people.
- The Fruit of the Spirit and how to tangibly sow to the Spirit and reap the work of the 
Spirit (Galatians)
- Along with the above daily topics, anything Spiritual Formation-wise…all tools the 
Spirit uses to grow us to look more like Jesus (prayer, solitude, Scripture reading/
memorization, fasting, etc.)



- A Call to Holiness…if there is no evidence of the Work of the Spirit in your life…you 
may not have given your life to Jesus in the first place. They are consistently tied 
together.
- Texts: the entire New Testament. Also, some helpful books for topical studies having to 
do with the Holy Spirit. A good one to pick up that is extremely practical is “The Hole in 
our Holiness” by Kevin DeYoung; it is chalk-full of NT texts on the issue of living a Holy 
Life and what that means for the believer.

One of the reasons I like this theme is for all the different ways it could be taught across 
the scope of different age groups…it can be extremely tangible and involve a lot of 
hands on activities for younger groups (Spiritual disciplines, image of the fruit of the 
Spirit, etc.) and practical application for older students (the ability to live set apart from 
the non-believing students at your school by living a Holy Life.)

ADAPTATION FOR THE YOUNGER KIDS’ CAMPS

Here are some ideas as to how deans could break this theme down for the younger 
kids’ camps.

Day Camp: 
Stick to Galatians 5 and the Fruit of the Spirit.  Application would be for us to practice 
the Fruit of the Spirit so we can be able to grow to look more like Jesus. There are great 
“Fruit of the Spirit” Worship songs as well as tons of activities for younger kids this way 
and since it is just one day, I don’t imagine they will need more teaching as much as 
activities appropriate for that age group.   I would obviously probably Pinterest the 
activities as well.  I checked there and found several activities, games, and crafts.

2nd-3rd Grade:
I would, again, stick with Galatians 5 as the main text.  I would maybe focus on different 
Fruit of the Spirit each evening.  Could have separate teaching classes with them as 
well (Shelter 1- Joy, Shelter 2- Patience, etc). I also think, on top of the activities and 
crafts and games you can find on Pinterest around this- it could be fun to incorporate a 
“Inside Out” type theme (a Spoof of the movie Inside Out I mean)…only instead of Joy 
and sadness and anger, you have the fruit of the Spirit…I think that could be fun.  As far 
as memorization, you could have them memorize Galatians 5:22-24; and then you could 
have them memorize different verses that have to do with the different fruit of the 
Spirit…so verses on Patience, kindness, peace, love, joy, goodness, faithfulness, self-
control, etc.  Another fun idea for this age would be to play off the idea of “Keeping in 
Step” with the Spirit…(Galatians 5 again).  Almost a follow the leader of sorts where 
Jesus is the Leader…and as we sow to the Spirit (or in their words…as we practice joy, 
love, peace etc), The Spirit will start to produce that fruit in our lives…so as we follow 
the leader, we become like the leader…(leader being Jesus) etc.
As far as decor…fruit of Spirit is RICH for children’s ministry decor ideas I think.  
Probably wouldn’t struggle with that part too much.



4th-6th Grade:
I would bump up the content for this week in one specific way, and that would be 
through Spiritual disciplines.  I would talk about the Fruit of the Spirit and growing to be 
more like Jesus and then focus on how Spiritual Disciplines can help us grow so they 
can start the make the connection between how they relate, obey, and interact with 
Jesus and the fruit that their lives start to show.
So, Galatians 5 for a start text.  But I would look as several disciplines having to do with 
Scripture memorization and reading, worship, prayer, even fasting, etc.
OR
Another way to go completely for this age group could be a sort of idea of “Stand out.”  
The whole idea behind being sanctified is to be set apart as Holy People…They could 
have fun running with that too I bet…”Which of these things is not like the other?” kind 
of things.  Also, you can talk through application-wise, how to begin to notice that what 
friends and classmates believe shape how they do life.  Because we follow Jesus, we 
look a certain way to others.  It is the Holy Spirit at work in us that changes us to look 
more like Jesus.  Running with that could go into lots of the epistles well beyond 
Galatians.


